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Welcome to this Paper 1 marking training session.

This session will provide marking training for the Paper 1 thematic 

study and historic environment. 

It will recap on the assessment model for the paper, including a 

reminder of the changes for first assessment 2025, before looking at 

exemplar student scripts at a range of levels. 

The session will give teachers the chance to mark scripts and 

understand more fully the level descriptors for each question.

Jemma Tappenden is a Head of History, an experienced examiner, 

author, and a Pearson GCSE History subject specialist.

Welcome to this Professional Development Course
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In this session we are going to look at:

• refreshing your understanding of the Paper 1 

assessment model, including a reminder of the 

changes for first assessment 2025

• understanding how exemplar scripts were marked

• practising marking using exemplar scripts

• addressing common issues and FAQs.

Agenda



Overview of Specification 

and Assessment Objectives



Overview of specification

Paper 1 (30%)

1 hr 20 mins

Paper 2 (40%)

1 hr 50 mins

Paper 3 (30%)

1 hr 30 mins

Thematic study (20%) 

with Hist. env. (10%)

British depth study 

(Booklet B) (20%)

Period study 

(Booklet P) (20%)

Modern depth study

• Crime and punishment in Britain, 

c1000–present with Whitechapel, 

c1870–c1900: crime, policing and the 

inner city (10)

• Medicine in Britain, c1250–present 

with The British sector of the Western 

Front, 1914–18: injuries, treatment 

and the trenches (11)

• Warfare and British Society, c1250–

present with London and the Second 

World War, 1939–45 (12)

• Migrants in Britain, c800–present with

Notting Hill, c1948–c1970 (13)

• Anglo-Saxon and Norman 

England, c1060–88 (B1)

• The reigns of King Richard I 

and King John, 1189–1216 

(B2)

• Henry VIII and his 

ministers, 1509–40 (B3)

• Early Elizabethan England, 

1558–88 (B4)

• Spain and the ‘New World’, 

c1490–c1555 (P1)

• British America, 

1713–83: empire and 

revolution (P2)

• The American West, c1835–

c1895 (P3)

• Superpower Relations and 

the Cold War, 1941–91 (P4)

• Conflict in the Middle East, 

c1945–95 (P5)

• Russia and the Soviet Union, 

1917–41 (30)

• Weimar and Nazi Germany, 

1918–39 (31)

• Mao’s China, 1945–76 (32)

• The USA, 1954–75: conflict 

at home and abroad (33)



Assessment Objectives

AO1 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the 

key features and characteristics of the periods 

studied.

35%

AO2 Explain and analyse historical events and periods 

studied using second-order historical concepts.
35%

AO3 Analyse, evaluate and use sources (contemporary 

to the period) to make substantiated judgements, in 

the context of historical events studied.

15%

AO4 Analyse, evaluate and make substantiated 

judgements about interpretations (including how 

and why interpretations may differ) in the context of 

historical events studied.

15%



From June 2025 (current Y11), some changes 

have been made to the assessment model –

these are in Issue 5 of the specification. The 

changes are aimed at making the exams more 

accessible. Also, some language changes (e.g., 

Indigenous peoples in place of Plains Indians) 

better reflect diversity and identity.

From June 2026 (current Y10) onward, some 

amendments to content have been made – these 

are in Issue 6 of the specification. These changes 

were made to simplify teaching and clarify what 

needs (or does not need) to be taught. 

A summary of all changes can be found here.

Older publications, e.g. textbooks, will not reflect 

these changes. The specification and sample 

assessment materials available on the Pearson 

website should always be used as the guide for 

exam questions.

Publishers are onboard with the changes and 

upcoming reprints and/or new publications reflect 

the changes.

The assessment standards for questions have not 

changed from previous guidance; e.g., where 

Paper 1 Question 1 now asks for one feature from 

each of two topics, rather than two features from 

one topic, the assessment of each feature and 

supporting detail remains unchanged.

Changes to assessment model from June 2025

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/gcse-9-1-history-specification-issue-5.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/gcse-9-1-history-specification.pdf
http://chrome-extension/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/Teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-history-changes-for-2025-and-2026-summary-guidance.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FSpecification-and-sample-assessments
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FSpecification-and-sample-assessments


Paper 1 Thematic Study and 

Historic Environment



Thematic Study options

• 10 – Crime and punishment in Britain, c1000–present 

• 11 – Medicine in Britain, c1250–present 

• 12 – Warfare and British society, c1250–present 

• 13 – Migrants in Britain, c800–present

Medicine remains the most popular option 

(around 60% of entries).

Migrants in Britain is growing quickly.



Historic Environment options

• Whitechapel, c1870–c1900: crime, policing and punishment (Crime and punishment – 10)

• The British Sector of the Western Front, 1914–18: injuries, treatment and the trenches (Medicine – 11)

• London and the Second World War 1939–45 (Warfare – 12)

• Notting Hill, c1948–c1970 (Migration – 13)

(There is no requirement to visit the site.)



Q
Total 

marks
AO Question description Example question stem

Section A: Historic environment

1a 2 AO1 Describe a feature Describe one feature of…

1b 2 AO1 Describe a feature Describe one feature of…

2a 8 AO3 Analysis and evaluation of source utility
How useful are Sources A and B for an enquiry 

into…?

2b 4 AO3 Framing historical questions
How could you follow up Source [A/B] to find 

out more about…?

Section B: Thematic study

3 4
AO1/ 

AO2
Comparison of similarity or difference over time

Explain one way in which xxx was similar/ 

different to yyy.

4 12
AO1/ 

AO2
Explanation of the process of change

Explain why…

+ two stimulus points

5/6
16 + 

4 SPaG

AO1/ 

AO2

Judgement relating to one of the following:

extent of change; patterns of change; process 

of change; impact of change

‘Statement.’ How far do you agree? Explain 

your answer.

+ two stimulus points

Assessment Overview and Objectives – Paper 1



Assessment:
The Historic Environment



Q1: Describe a feature (2 marks)

Question stem:

Describe a feature of …. (2 marks)



Q1: Describe a feature (2 marks)



Q2a: Analysis and evaluation of source utility (8 marks)

Question stem:

How useful are Sources A and B for an enquiry into …. (8 marks)



Q2a: Analysis and evaluation of source utility (8 marks)



Activity 1

1. Using the mark scheme in your delegate book, 

what do you notice is the difference between a 

Level 2 and Level 3 answer?

2. Delegate booklet p.2.

Q2a: Analysis and evaluation of source utility (8 marks)



‘Best-fit’ marking Q2a

• Consider each source separately.

• Look first at Source A, considering the quality of the analysis in response to the specific question asked. 

• Then consider Source B.

• If the Levels for each source are the same, the mark will be in the same Level.

• If the Levels for each source are different, a ‘best- fit’ decision is made to decide the final mark.

• E.g. If Source A is L2 and Source B is L3, a mark will be awarded lower in L3.

• A more difficult judgement has to be made if the sources are L3 + L1.



Q2a: Analysis and evaluation of source utility (8 marks)



Activity 2

• Use the mark scheme to form a ‘best-fit’ 

judgement as to the Level for Q2a Exemplar 

Response 2.

• Complete Poll 1.

• Delegate booklet: 

• p.5 (sources)

• p.6 (indicative content)

• p.7 (exemplar response 2). 

Q2a: marking activity



Q2b: Framing historical questions (4 marks)



• Detail from the source that is linked to the 

focus of the enquiry

• A question that would provide us with more 

information about the focus of the enquiry

• A specific source that would answer this 

question

• An explanation of how the source would 

answer the question

Q2b: Framing historical questions (4 marks)



Q2b: Framing historical questions (4 marks)



Activity 3

• Use the mark scheme to award marks for Q2b 

Response 4.

• Complete Poll 2.

• Delegate booklet: 

• p.9 (indicative content)

• p.10 (exemplar response 4).

Q2b: marking activity



Assessment:
The Thematic Study



Q3: Comparison of similarity or difference over time (4 marks)

Question stem:

Explain one way in which xxx was similar/ different to yyy. (4 marks)



‘Best-fit’ marking Q3

• Consider each strand separately.

• Look first at the AO2 strands of the mark scheme, considering the quality of the analysis in response to 

the specific question asked. 

• Then consider AO1 and how well that analysis is supported by knowledge – notice the increasingly 

precise use of detail in the AO1 strand of the mark scheme.

• For all questions assessing AO1 and AO2, the AO2 level descriptor is always given first. The focus is on 

the analytical response to the question. Examiners then assess how far the knowledge supports the 

answer/argument being made.



Q3: Comparison of similarity or difference over time (4 marks)



Activity 4

• Form a ‘best-fit’ judgement as to the level and 

mark for Q3 Exemplar response 6. 

• Complete Poll 3.

• Delegate booklet, p.12.

Q3: marking activity



Q4: Explanation of the process of change (12 marks)

Question stem:

Explain why … + two stimulus points 



‘Best-fit’ marking Q4

• Consider each strand separately.

• Look first at the AO2 strands of the mark scheme, considering the quality of the analysis in response to 

the specific question asked. 

• Then consider AO1 and how well that analysis is supported by knowledge – notice the increasingly 

precise use of detail in the AO1 strand of the mark scheme.

• If the Levels for each strand are the same, the mark will be in the same Level.

• If the Levels for each strand are different, a ‘best- fit’ decision is made to decide the final mark.

• E.g. If the marks are L3 + L2, then the answer has met all the demands for Level 2 and 

has moved into L3.

• A more difficult judgement has to be made if the marks are L3 + L1.



Q4: Explanation of the process of change (12 marks)



Indicative content

• Indicates possible but not required content.

• Gives more possibilities than students are likely to provide.

• Is arranged in terms of points for and against when judgements about a statement or view are required.



Q4: Explanation of the process of change (12 marks)



Activity 5

• Form a ‘best-fit’ judgement as to the level and 

mark for Q4 Response 8. 

• Complete Poll 4.

• Delegate booklet:

• p.13 (mark scheme)

• p.15 (indicative content)

• pp.16–17 (exemplar response)

Q4: marking activity



Q5/6: Judgement (16 + 4 marks)

Question stem:

‘Statement.’ How far do you agree? Explain your answer.

+ two stimulus points



‘Best-fit’ marking Q5

• Consider each strand separately.

• Look first at the AO2 strands of the mark scheme, considering the quality of the analysis in response to 

the specific question asked. 

• Consider explanation/analysis and judgement separately.

• Then consider AO1 and how well that analysis is supported by knowledge – notice the increasingly 

precise use of detail in the AO1 strand of the mark scheme.

• If the Levels for each strand are the same, the mark will be in the same Level.

• If the Levels for each strand are different, a ‘best- fit’ decision is made to decide the final mark.

• E.g. If the marks are L3 + L2 + L2, then the answer has met all the demands for Level 2 and 

has moved into L3.

• A more difficult judgement has to be made if the marks are L3 + L2 + L1.



SPAG – Spelling, punctuation and grammar



Q5/6: Judgement (16 + 4 marks)



Q5/6: Judgement (16 + 4 marks)



Q5/6: Judgement (16 + 4 marks)



Activity 6

• Form a ‘best-fit’ judgement as to the level and 

mark for Q4 Exemplar response 10. 

• Complete Poll 5.

• Delegate booklet:

• p.18 (mark scheme)

• p.22 (indicative content)

• pp.23–25 (exemplar response)

Q5/6: marking activity



43

In this session we looked at the following objectives:

• refreshing your understanding of the Paper 1 

assessment model, including a reminder of the 

changes for first assessment 2025

• understanding how exemplar scripts were marked

• practising marking using exemplar scripts

• addressing common issues and FAQs.

Summary – Paper 1 marking training 



Questions?



Subject Advisor Support

Our subject advisors are experts in their fields and 

are here to support you throughout the year.

Find the Subject Advisor for your area here and sign 

up to receive regular updates from your Subject 

Advisor on qualification news and support for your 

subject here.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-for-you/subject-advisors.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html


Find out more
 

For more professional development 

courses please see Pearson’s 

Professional Development Academy

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/


Your Feedback 
Matters

Following this event, you will receive an 

invitation to share your thoughts about 

the session. Your feedback is invaluable 

to us, as it helps us tailor our 

professional development materials to 

better meet your needs. Please don’t 

hesitate to let us know what you’d like to 

see more of and what areas you think 

could be improved.




	Slide 1: Paper 1 marking training
	Slide 2: Welcome to this Professional Development Course
	Slide 3: Agenda
	Slide 4: Overview of Specification and Assessment Objectives
	Slide 5: Overview of specification
	Slide 6: Assessment Objectives
	Slide 7: Changes to assessment model from June 2025
	Slide 8: Paper 1 Thematic Study and Historic Environment
	Slide 9: Thematic Study options
	Slide 10: Historic Environment options
	Slide 11: Assessment Overview and Objectives – Paper 1
	Slide 12: Assessment: The Historic Environment
	Slide 13: Q1: Describe a feature (2 marks)
	Slide 14: Q1: Describe a feature (2 marks)
	Slide 15: Q2a: Analysis and evaluation of source utility (8 marks)
	Slide 16: Q2a: Analysis and evaluation of source utility (8 marks)
	Slide 17: Q2a: Analysis and evaluation of source utility (8 marks)
	Slide 18: ‘Best-fit’ marking Q2a
	Slide 19: Q2a: Analysis and evaluation of source utility (8 marks)
	Slide 20: Q2a: marking activity
	Slide 21: Q2b: Framing historical questions (4 marks)
	Slide 22: Q2b: Framing historical questions (4 marks)
	Slide 23: Q2b: Framing historical questions (4 marks)
	Slide 24: Q2b: marking activity
	Slide 25: Assessment: The Thematic Study
	Slide 26: Q3: Comparison of similarity or difference over time (4 marks)
	Slide 27: ‘Best-fit’ marking Q3
	Slide 28
	Slide 29: Q3: marking activity
	Slide 30: Q4: Explanation of the process of change (12 marks)
	Slide 31: ‘Best-fit’ marking Q4
	Slide 32: Q4: Explanation of the process of change (12 marks)
	Slide 33: Indicative content
	Slide 34: Q4: Explanation of the process of change (12 marks)
	Slide 35: Q4: marking activity
	Slide 36: Q5/6: Judgement (16 + 4 marks)
	Slide 37: ‘Best-fit’ marking Q5
	Slide 38: SPAG – Spelling, punctuation and grammar
	Slide 39: Q5/6: Judgement (16 + 4 marks)
	Slide 40: Q5/6: Judgement (16 + 4 marks)
	Slide 41: Q5/6: Judgement (16 + 4 marks)
	Slide 42: Q5/6: marking activity
	Slide 43: Summary – Paper 1 marking training 
	Slide 44: Questions?
	Slide 45: Subject Advisor Support
	Slide 46: Find out more   For more professional development courses please see Pearson’s Professional Development Academy 
	Slide 47: Your Feedback Matters
	Slide 48

